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He was lying on his mattress looking at a magazine, a photo of a
beautiful woman. It was a blistering June day, must've been 100
degrees in his apartment, easy, but he'd just spent six hours at the
library and couldn't stand one more minute. He was looking at

the beautiful woman thinking it'd be nice to touch her shoulder
c o
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She'd like to be in a glass-bottom blimp and she would like to be lying on the glass,
her stomach on the glass and her looking down on the countryside below. It's a blis-
tering June day, 100 degrees in the shade, easy, and she is lying absolutely still, feel-
ing an ice cube slowly melt on top of her forehead and trickle down her temples. The
5 blimp would be air-conditioned, she thinks, and the glass would be cool and she'd lay
her arms and legs prone on the glass bottom and feel the coolness of the glass on her

P,9YS U} PUE UIYS I9Y I SSB[3 93 Suruires pajiels ays [IIUN ‘UTYS



She was under the impression that she was Anne Frank and that this was
wartime Europe. He was under no such impression of false identity, but
was there merely because he was terrified of the outdoors and had not
been able to leave the enclosure of the hospital for the last three years. It
was a blistering hot June day and the hospital's air conditioner had broke,
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that his former employers had secretly taken photos of him masturbating and
posted them on their corporate website just because they were mean and
enjoyed seeing him humiliated. He didn't consider this a good sign that he'd
gotten over his phobia of jobs and that he was ready to go get a new one. When
he woke up that morning and actually did masturbate he spit on his penis for
the first time in his life. It seemed like the thing to do. It was 100 degrees in
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When did my life get so complicated? The party was in June and the place was packed, must've
been 100 degrees inside, easy, and since when do people throw parties in this kind of heat? the boy
thought. The boy was at the party and five girls the boy had slept with and one boy the boy had
slept with were also at the party. When did my life get so complicated? the boy thought, watching

a guy who was rumored to be in a band in London pump the keg and pump the keg even though
s nothing but foam was coming out. None of the girls he wanted to be hitting on him were hitting
on him. All of the girls he didn't want hitting on him were hitting on him. The five girls he had
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reading the cover of the yellow book which said Windows 98 for Idiots and she
thought Is this what my life has come to? It was a blistering hot June day, must've
been 100 degrees in her car, easy, and the sudden overwhelming air-conditioning of
the store was making her slightly nauseous. It was one of those computer super-
a stores and they had devoted an entire aisle to books about Windows 98, an aisle as
£ long as the eye could see. There was Windows 98 for Beginners, Windows 98 for
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she said that night. It had been a blistering hot June day and the local drive-in theatre, the only
one left in the whole state, had decided to have a special triple feature that night of Dracula,
Frankenstein and The Mummy. He and his wife had packed up themselves and their daughter and
headed out to the drive-in. It was a warm night, 100 degrees in the car, easy, and he had lowered
the cloth top of their convertible to let some of the heat out. The daughter was now afraid of the
vampires and he was sitting on the edge of her bed, trying to explain patiently that it was only a
movie, that there is no such thing as a real vampire. He ran his fingers through her hair, noticed

©9

"SOWNRWOS NOA 01 SFUTY) £ZID SWOS OP 2INS UED 183
9Y I, ‘908 10U UO S[IWS B YIIM 1Y3NOYl puk ‘peay I3y JOOUs ‘Paq 01 YOr] PIPEIY ‘WS JO OMI )
JOAO 1994s u01102 1y31]  po[nd ‘sa4s 1oy padim oJim oy T, "purqsny I9Y sem o4 asnedaq A[durs £15
1oy opew pey oy ey ‘arnsea[d sdwrs axnd woiy L[dwrs £15 19y opew pey pueqsny Joy 9JI[ Joy Ul
QWi 1S11J 93 SBM SIYI JBYI MOUY 1M 91 ‘puBgsny 32 01 ISUMOUNIqUN puE ‘WYl I8 uryoo] ‘3ur
-A15 pa1rels uoy) pue Kpamb os yo ‘Surydne palrels ofim Sy WYl 01 ISUMOUNRJUN PUY "9OB[YOSU
deayd ® oY1 $15821Q 1o UMD XIJIONID [[BWS B IO9U §,I9YIR] IOY PUNOIE PS[IND SWIE [[BWS IOy
‘dosyse OsTe J91ySnep Syl PUE 1S9YD STY UO JS[NI USPOOM t ‘93Pa o) JJo Surdury 193] SIY ‘Paq [[ews
-001 91 u1 doo[se PEpP Y3 PUB ‘SIAO[D JI[IES JO I[2II0 IPIM B A PIISA0D Paq JOU MES PUE WOOI §,13)
-ysnep Sy) 01UT JuUSM SYS ‘P Y1 WO SUISSTW Sem pukqsny Joy 18yl SUIZI[EaI pawLIee A[usppns
‘BuruIow 9 U 0M] 1B YoM A[[BNIUSAD 9JIM JY ], "SOI[OYIL,) US2q PeY 21 pue pueqgsny Y3 usaym

sAep PO PO 9Yy) wo1y A18SOI P[O U 1IN0 3np A9Y) PUR ‘I9Y PIINSSE Y ‘OSIOM O SWED ISIOM JT OYBIS

JO 0M) OU) PUE ‘U0 SUWIOD) PIes PEP oI A[[euly pue sodurInsse oy3 231dsop pue Sut
-UONIPUOD-ITE ) 211dsap FuIjquiall sem yg -2oulid UedLyy U se SuIyl € yons
© Kep ® JO JOUDIODS [BAI B U93q PEY 1] 932][0d y3noiyl Aem oY1 [[& YeI1J € 31|
Sura9y ‘pey 9y a1 ‘2z [1I3UN J1EM 01 SUIARY JO PEISUT PIY [BWIOU AUE 9] [00YDS

Y3y ur AruiSIA 19y 31sO[ 191ydnep SIY I9yIed PpaY SIPISA] PUE JOBq UIP[IYD
1no£ pjoy 1,ued noA ‘dn moi3 01 pasu [[im ayG AeJo sem s1y1 K[snoalau 3ysnoyd

9y 4Key0 sem SIy |, "uInieg J19y3 Jo yoeq 2y ut 1oddiz s foq & 1e Surjquny Aiddofs
PUE $19]002 uim yoead jjo yunip Suniad pue dn Summoid aq pays ey ‘Yy3noud
93 JO SUTUONIPUOD-ITE SNOJIUSS 31 211dsap paq 19y ur Suneams A[IYSI]s sem 3YQ

sem £[[ea1 212 J1 Aes 1y3rw 9ounid uedLyy Uk pod uns oY1 woly judwysrund
U00s 191Y3nep STy SuISO[ 24 P,2Y 1B} PIZI[EI IoYIEJ oY) PUE I9Y PUNOIE ISNOY
Jood Surwwims 93 1€ 1ySrens yiuow & woly Funiad Apeaife sem oys uel oyl

t St Op pInos jey] Jo[nd UspoosM  pue Z)I[.IE% JO $9A0D pQJQqJEg AQI{L USUIITH Y1 03Ul Juom W



he thought. It was an unusually hot June day, must belOO degrees in his apartment, easy, and he
would go to the library but he'd already been at the library for six hours and couldn't stand anoth-
er minute of it. His usual coffeehouse was closed for some reason or another, one of those reasons
coffeehouses close for the day, so he had gone to one by his house he usually doesn't go to because
it was a non-smoking coffeehouse and he had quit quitting smoking because it was too expensive
to quit smoking right now. They call them baristas here, he noted, not employees, and what exact-
ly is a barista? One of those weird European words that sneak into coffeehouse vernacular, he sup-

1©

"SOWNAWOS NOA 01 SSUIY] AZBID SWOS OP 2INS URD 183 JY ], ‘Pres pue
pa83nays pue paysts pue dnd s1y pa[[lJ 9YS ‘SYUBYI ON PIes S PUB jWEID JOJ WOOI PIadu nok o(]
pres pue dnd sy pa[[JoI 9Ys USY) PUEB SPUOIIS M3J B JOJ JSUIO0 YIea 1B patels 1snl Lo) puy moauy
y10q £5Y3 USPPNS ® JO [[B PUB WIY JB PIYOO][ SUs PU. I3[ 1B PIYOO[ Y PUE I9UISIUT Y1 UO 4] |
‘pOD) Pres PUk PalIous SYs PUE s19UI2IUT 23Ul UO 03 1943 noL o(] pres S 1oIndwod 1] AW SE 1SeJ SE
sowin Inoj sunl ‘Guizewe s,31 pue £0) 103 3snl | pres oys pue sa pres ay puy oo e ieya sy "doy
-dey 901N ‘pres pue 991300 Jo 1oydIid ® qam £q swed ayg "uonndwnsuod orqnd 10y sojoyd asoyy pa
-1sod pey oys Aym pue A[pma] 0s pasod pey ays Aym pue sem £101S J9U IBYM PUE SBM O3S OYm FuLISp
-uom s1y3Stu Auew 1uads PeY puk 19y YIIM 9AO] UT US[[BJ A[ITR] PRY 9Y 18} Puk s1ySru Aepinieg £[oUo]
Uo 19y 03 sown Aurw KubwW Pa1egINISEW PeY oY 1Byl MOUY JUPIP 3Ys 1Bl paziear oy puy Ayd
-e13ourod yimm pa1oq sem oy sieaf 1 19158 9snedaq Ayderdourod mnsjewe 19UI91UT SUTIOD][0D 1IBIS
Wy Spew pey 1Byl SIMEI) ISYI0 350 [[B PAiIqIYyxa pue £[[oq padiard B pue s1sBaIq [[BWS Puk IIey
110Us PBY 9Ys 9SNEI3q SIYIPII2QUISWSI Y IBY PazI[eal 9 "punoidyoeq oY) ur SuIiod oyl wolj
Suny oyIq ureluNoOwW ‘punoidydeq Yl UI S[PWIUE PIJJnis JO MO ‘punoIsdyoeq oy ur s(1)) jo apd
‘paq 19y uo sasod pma| A[panjosqe Ay Inq paxeu Isnl 10U 19UIA1UT 33 UO payeu pasod pey eIsLieq
STY JBU) POZI[E2] S TOIJAIIP SIAOW SNTUSS B s SUTY) B YyONs sem A[[ea1 9191 JT ABS P[NOM JOIDIIP

S1AOW SNIUSS B 1BIMS OUI][E UB 3BW 01 Y3NOUus 10y DI9Y) UI $32139p OOI B U99q 2A3IsnU ‘U0 Ju

-SEM 9SNOYD2JJOD O] UT JOUOTIIPUOD-ITE I} PUE ABp 107 SULI0ISTq B SEM 1] “Fur

-MOUY Wayl INoyIm SJOUJE‘dUIOZ) JIYOT[S MO[[oJ SIY 0] s9jeqInistwl pue SJII[%IU

Aepimieg Ajpuo| uo doadey sty 1no soxel oy pue suizedew Aydeidourod pazieuos
-19d UMO STU 9YI] WAyl $9Z110321ED PUE JALIP PIey Sy 01 wayl s3uliq oy pue

‘s911SqaM UOT[[TWI Of UO paisod pue JBWIO) Dy [ 01UT POUUEDS PUE SOIBWEISUT

I uoyel sojoyd paisnlpe-10[0d-uou A1INq $1OJ[[0D O] DIOWAUE PIIIOXD

wry 338 ued Jey) Suryy £Juo oy st AydeiSourod Inalewe 19UIAIUI PUE 1T PIM

pa10q sy Aydeiourod 3undaqjod Jo s1eak S1 193Je asnedaq Ayderdourod 1noy

-EWE 19UI21UT $109[]0D SH "1 JO aIns A[QJHIOSC{E‘ w1 ‘pQ)I'BU Joy U93s 9A ] JI{SHOL[J

pue eistreq sty 1e dn payoof ay pue Kep sun( 10y & uo doidef siy uo Surd£y 10§
a1ddn£ [149 ue sem oy 1y3noy) 359 au0£1943 183 Sumouy doide] sty uo FurdKy

IOUIOD o1 UT SUIIIS SEM OF] ‘OUBIIO], PUB 911¥ PUE dPURID) O] yonuwr ‘pasod



It was a hot June day and she was at yet another shitty un-air-conditioned coffeehouse,
drinking too much shitty black coffee because refills of coffee are free and refills on cold
drinks aren't, playing yet another song at another shitty open mic. She felt the weight of
the oversize black Fender on her breasts, a purchase that had seemed cool at the time and

" lF had made her feel tough but was now just a pain in the ass. It was 100 degrees in the cof-
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' : ‘lr feehouse, easy, and every sip of the black coffee was just making her hotter and hotter. She
8 had just chopped all her hair off and dyed it blonde in a political protest against her ex-
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It was a hot June evening, must've been 100 degrees outside, easy, and the two of
them were taking refuge in a neighborhood bar, sipping on domestic beers and talk-
ing shit. For example, she said, Sometimes I'll fantasize that there's a scorpion in my
-.,S bed at night, when I'm lying there trying to go to sleep. And I'll fantasize that I've
R suddenly lost the ability to move my limbs and I'll lie there and fantasize about that
scorpion slowly crawling up my body and when it'll finally strike me and I'll die. The
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she thought, that means you own a little piece of them forever. It was a blistering
June day, must've been 100 degrees outside, easy, and her ex-boyfriend had said Let's
go to the Chuck Close exhibit at the museum today when it's free and she had said
Sure. She sat on the concrete steps outside the museum and let him talk on and on
and thought about how many times his cock had been in her mouth. Let's see, she
E thought. Probably twice a week average for three years, which adds up to 306, give
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It was one of those blistering June days, 100 degrees in the shade, easy, and he had
been in the library for six hours now and was still slightly sweating. It occurred to
him that his name hadn't always been Mr. Smith although he didn‘t know why he was

having this thought. He sat at a large wooden table and leafed through six months

Alﬂl ¥S worth of Readers Digests and watched the women walk, back and forth, back and
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It had been a blistering June day, must've been 100 degrees, easy, and it
was still hot and humid and sticky that night so she decided to go to one
of those movie theatres that has ripped out the seats and replaced them
with tables and chairs and you pay three bucks to get in and then you can
smoke and drink liquor inside and shout back at the movie screen. It was
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It was a blistering June day, must've been 100 degrees, easy, and they were returning from
a roadtrip in another state. They were running a few hours late and as they stopped in a
nowhere truck stop at a nowhere town on the nowhere highway and refilled the tank the
friend said he was going to make a quick call to his girlfriend and tell her they were run-
ning a few hours late. The men looked at each other and shook their heads because they
knew that he and his girlfriend would get in a fight and stay on the phone for an hour argu-
E ing about why he was running a few hours late. Sure enough, they had been sitting on the
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It had been a blistering June day, must've been 100 degrees, easy, and the heat had
been trapped in her apartment but she was lazy and tired so decided to lay in her
apartment that night and sweat and watch The World's Greatest Magicians Part IV
on television. When she was a girl she had checked out every magic book her city's
-S library owned, had spent hours practicing sleight-of-hand in front of the mirror until
she could fool even herself, had delighted her little brother by plucking quarters out
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""‘-.N ) ) ,}‘4 It was a blistering hot June day, must've been 100 degrees in the shade, easy, and he
: would go to the library except he had already been at the library for six hours and

..Ppeople. She was about the same age as him, obviously dressed to not look like a
' 3 tourist except she had a giant pack strapped around her waist which gave it away. She
¥ was standing in front of the Picasso sculpture, her hand holding her camera back-
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It was a blistering hot June day, 100 degrees in the apartment, easy, so they sat on
the front porch overlooking all the other front porches and they got stoned over the
course of the afternoon and drank lukewarm Zima that somebody had left behind
| T from the party the night before. They got a little drunk and then they got baked and
ﬁ then they got baked again and one of them said What should we do tonight? and the
: & other said | got free tickets to the symphony through work, we could go do that and
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It was a blistering June day, almost the hottest on record, must be 100 degrees in the
shade, easy, and he had been at home but was sweating his ass off so went down to
this coffeehouse he always hung out at. There was this company in town that
.i' charged advertisers to make postcards for them and then they distributed the post-
‘A’f cards for free in all the coffeehouses and restaurants and bars and whathaveyou all
5 H over town. He had seen these display racks for about a year and he thought it would
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It was a blistering June day, the hottest anyone could remember, 100 degrees in the shade,
easy, and the woman was looking out the bay windows of her new brownstone, her new
brownstone, she couldn't believe it. There was an oak tree right in the middle of her six-
}E foot-wide front lawn and it snaked up the side of the building, now maybe 20 or 30 feet
A taller than the house, and the limbs had grown right up to the windows so that if you were
'i" young and adventurous you could open your bedroom window and hop right onto the tree.
£ She still couldn't believe she owned the building, that she wasn't just housesitting for some
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It had been a blistering June day, 100 degrees at its peak, easy, and one of the men went over to the
other man's apartment to get real drunk and try to forget about the heat. The two of them drank
some beer and then they drank some more beer and then they ran out of beer and had to go buy
more beer and then they drank that beer and before they knew it it was two in the morning and
they were trashed and chain smoking and exchanging humorous stories about who was not getting

: was normal for him to say because the two of them regularly watched pornography together and
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It had been the hottest June anyone could remember, 100 degrees in
the shade, and she had gotten into the habit of hanging out with her
Rae A friend almost everyday at this coffeehouse halfway between their

16 T apartments. She liked her friend and she liked their conversations but
1 % 0 he had gotten obsessed this summer with seeing how long he could
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It was a sweltering June day, 100 degrees in the apartment, easy, and she
was talking about how she had been dreaming of blimps lately and of
course you can't just rent out a blimp but you can rent out a hot-air bal-

Ioon and she had looked into it and it wasn't nearly as expensive as you
‘ 8 would think and Please would he do it? Please please please please Please?
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It was a blistering June day, the hottest anyone could remember in a long time, and

A his brother had gone to the institution a few months ago now. The boy didn't quite
re AT A : : . .

oA M8 o understand what was going on, something abouthis brother not being able to handle

R other people anymore, something about getting really scared in big places, but his

R mom said that his brother was sick like with a disease and was at a fancy-like hospi-

3 Jn-i tal where he could get better and it would be a good idea to write to him. The boy
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It was a blistering June day, must've been 100 degrees in the shade, easy,
and the man was working his usual shift at the adult bookstore, bored out
of his mind and flipping through the latest issue of Details. A fat middle-

H aged man had just come in and darted his eyes around the store before

Whlsperlng that he needed twenty bucks in tokens. I mean, that's like two,

et
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It had been a blistering June day and the heat had continued to stick around that night,
must've been 100 degrees in the apartment, easy, and she was glad she was at the party but
she was mad she was at the party. There were all these people she didn't want to see--her
ex-boyfriend in the corner, looking all mean at everyone, this pushy dyke who always got
_5 drunk and tried to take her home, some band from London who kept hogging the keg and
s Y complaining about the apartment. But she was on ecstasy so it was pretty easy to ignore all
R the people and just concentrate on her latest conquest, this girl who had recently started
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